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7 S e p t e m b e r  1987
To: M e m b e r s  of the R e g i o n a l  F i s heries 
A d v i s o r y  C o mmittee;
T A  F B a r n e s  ( C h a i r m a n ) ; J S Bailey;
R Bailey; A  G R Brown; F Bunting;
J M  Croft; P Ecroyd; J H  Fell; W  D  Grove; 
C Holl a n d ;  R D Ho u g h t o n ;  B Irving;
P Neal; J B Oldfield; Dr  Pugh-Thomas;
A  R i c h a r d s o n ;  J B R o b f n s o n
D e a r  Sir
P l e a s e  a t t e n d  a m e e t i n g  of the R E G I O N A L  F I S H E R I E S  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  to 
b e  h e l d  at 1 0.15 A M  on  MONDAY, 14 S E P T E M B E R  1987 in the B O A R D  ROOM. 
D A W S O N  H O U S E  for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the f o l l o w i n g  b u s i n e s s .
Y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y
W  H  C R A C K L E
S e c r e t a r y  & S o l i c i t o r
1. A p o l o g i e s  for absence.
2. M i n u t e s  of the last m e e t i n g  (previously c i r c u l a t e d  and a p p r o v e d  by  
the B o a r d  o n  8 Jun e  1987).
3. H a w e s w a t e r  H a t c h e r y  - Progr e s s  Report.
4. River E d e n  - D r a f t  Netting.
5. F i s h e r y  B y e l a w s  - U s e  of L e a d  W e i g h t s .
6. Ha a f  N e t  L i m i t a t i o n  O r d e r  for the S o l w a y  Firth.
7. Sea F i s h e r i e s  Byelaws.
8. R i v e r  C a l d e w  - Weirs.
A G E N D A
9. S e rious F i s h  M o r t a l i t i e s .
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10. A b o l i t i o n  of the C o a r s e  Fis h  Close S e a s o n  in E n c l o s e d  Water.
11. C o n s u l t a t i o n  P a p e r  on  the G o v e r n m e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l s  for a 
R e g u l a t o r y  B o d y  in a p r i v a t i s e d  W a t e r  Industry.
12.* S e r i o u s  P o a c h i n g  I n c i d e n t  - Bord e r  Esk.
13. A n y  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s .
P ubl i c
* N o t e j - I t e m  12 is P r i v a t e  & C o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  has o n l y  b e e n  c i r c u l a t e d  to 
M e m b e r s  of the Committee.
0313b ES
NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
18 MAY 1987
T A F B arn es  (C hairm an)
J  S B a i le y  
R B a i le y  
J  M C r o f t  
P E ckroyd  
J  H F e l l
C H o lla n d  
R D H oughton 
B I r v i n g  
P N eal
Dr Pugh Thomas
130 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  w ere  r e c e iv e d  from  Mr A G R Brown, Mr F B u n tin g , Mr W D G rove, 
Mr J  B O l d f i e l d ,  Mr A R ic h a rd so n  and Mr J  B R ob inson
131 DEATH OF DR LESLIE STEWART, MBE
A f te r  members h a d  s to o d  i n  s i l e n c e  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  Dr L e s l i e  S te w a r t ,  MBE, 
fo rm e r F is h e r y  O f f i c e r ,  L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty  who d ie d  on 
11 May 1987 , a  s h o r t  e u lo g y  was sp o k en  by  Mr R D H oughton who drew  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  Dr S t e w a r t ' s  o u t s t a n d in g  c a r e e r  a s  an  o f f i c e r  o f  th e  R iv e r  
A u th o r i ty  and  l a t e r  a s  f i s h e r i e s  c o n s u l t a n t  t o  th e  G overnm ent and o th e r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o d i e s .
132 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
I n  re s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  from  Mr J  H F e l l ,  Mr B arn e s  s a i d  t h a t  th e  
p ro p o se d  m e e tin g  b e tw e en  th e  Salm on and  T ro u t  A s s o c ia t io n  and th e  
B r i t i s h  Canoe U nion  had  n o t  y e t  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  b u t  members w ould  be 
n o t i f i e d  o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  m e e tin g  a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e .  Dr H a rp le y  
in fo rm e d  members t h a t  th e  p ro p o se d  s tu d y  o f  c h a r  i n  W inderm ere was s t i l l  
b e in g  d i s c u s s e d  and  i t  was p o s s ib l e  t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  w ould  be a c h ie v e d  
by e m p lo y in g  s tu d e n t s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  th e  s tu d y .
T h a t  th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 2 F e b ru a ry  1987 
be  a p p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by  th e  C hairm an .
Members r e c e iv e d  n o te s  o f  th e  f i s h e r i e s  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  h e ld  on 6 th ,  
7 th  and  8 th  May 1987 .
I n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  m e e tin g  h e ld  on 8 th  May a t  G ra n g e -o v e r -S a n d s , 
Mr C r o f t  a sk e d  w h e th e r  th e  p ro p o se d  f i s h  p a s s e s  on th e  R iv e r  B rock w ere 
due to  p r e s s u r e  from  r i p a r i a n  ow ners o r  w h e th e r  th e y  w ere  s im p ly  
p r o p o s a l s  from  th e  p a s t  w h ich  had  b e e n  r e s u r r e c t e d .  He added  t h a t  h i s
RESOLVED
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r e a s o n  for a s k i n g  the q u e s t i o n  w a s  th a t  in recent y e a r s  w a t e r  levels in 
the river B r o c k  h a d  f a l l e n  and he fear e d  that m i g r a t i n g  fi s h  m i g h t  be 
s t a r v e d  of  water. In reply, Dr  H a r p l e y  sai d  that the r iver B rock was 
see n  m a i n l y  as a j u v e n i l e  r e a r i n g  ar e a  rather tha n  a f i s h e r y  and that 
m o s t  of  the p r o g e n y  w o u l d  hav e  le f t  the river b e f o r e  the l o w  water 
levels w e r e  abl e  to h a v e  a n y  effect.
S e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  in the r e q u e s t  m a d e  at the Grange 
m e e t i n g  for d e t a i l s  of A u t h o r i t y  re-stocking. Dr  H a r p l e y  a g r e e d  that 
this i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  be e x t e n d e d  to i n clude c a t c h e s . He  also agreed 
this i n f o r m a t i o n  w o u l d  be ma d e  a v a i l a b l e  to m e m b e r s  as s o o n  as possible.
134 SA L E  OF F I S H I N G  L I C E N C E S  - 1986
M e m b e r s  n o t e d  a rep o r t  w h i c h  g a v e  d e tails of the n u m b e r  of licences sold 
and the inco m e  g e n e r a t e d  b y  those sales d u r i n g  1986, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  an 
a n a l y s i s  of the n u m b e r  of licences sol d  in e a c h  D i s t r i c t  C o uncil area 
per h e a d  of pop u l a t i o n .  M r  Bar n e s  i n f o r m e d  m e m b e r s  th a t  the figures 
c o n f i r m e d  the n a t i o n a l  t r e n d  in li c e n c e  sales w h i c h  w e r e  causing 
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  in the A n g l i a n  are a  w h e r e  a 50% i n c r e a s e  in licence 
d u t y  h a d  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  to c over the fall in l i cence i n c o m e .
135 F I S H I N G  L I C E N C E  D U T I E S  - 1988
M e m b e r s  r e c e i v e d  a repo r t  w h i c h  o u t l i n e d  p r o p o s a l s  for increases in 
f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  for 1988 and after c o n s i d e r i n g  c o m m e n t s  mad e  by 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  at the f i s heries l i a i s o n  m e e t i n g s  a g r e e d  the proposals 
w e r e  acceptable.
R E C O M M E N D E D
T h a t  the B o a r d  be  a s k e d  to a p p r o v e  the p r o p o s e d  inc r e a s e s  in fishing 
li c e n c e  d u t i e s  l i s t e d  in the rep o r t  a t t a c h e d  as an a p p e n d i x  to these 
minut e s ,  a n d  tha t  the S e c r e t a r y  and S o l i c i t o r  to be a u t h o r i s e d  to carry 
o u t  suc h  s t a t u t o r y  p r o c e d u r e s  as m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  to o b t a i n  the approval 
of the M i n i s t e r  of A g r i c u l t u r e  F i s h e r i e s  and F o o d  to the prop o s e d  
increases.
136 A B O L I T I O N  O F  C O A R S E  F I S H  CLOSE S E A S O N  IN E N C L O S E D  W A T E R S
M r  B a r n e s  i n f o r m e d  m e m b e r s  that the three s u g g e s t e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  for 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  of a buse of the coar s e  fi s h  c l o s e  season in 
e n c l o s e d  w a t e r s  h a d  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  at the three l i a i s o n  m e e t i n g s  where 
the w e i g h t  of o p i n i o n  h a d  b e e n  for a l t e r n a t i v e  (b) c o u p l e d  w i t h  the 
f i r s t  p a r t  of a l t e r n a t i v e  (c) in r e l a t i o n  to rivers a n d  streams. Mr 
H o l l a n d  c o n f i r m e d  tha t  the sug g e s t i o n s  h a d  also b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  at a 
s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g  of the N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  of A n g l e r s  w h o  h a d  v o t e d  in 
f a v o u r  of a l t e r n a t i v e  (b) w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  the a d d i t i o n  of part of 
a l t e r n a t i v e  ( c ) .
A f t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  the p r o b l e m s  of i m p l e m e n t i n g  parts 
of a l t e r n a t i v e  (c) the m a t t e r  was f u rther c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  suggestions 
tha t  k e e p  net s  s h o u l d  also be b a r r e d  d u r i n g  the c l o s e d  season, and
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r e q u e s t s  for a d e f i n i t i o n  of "e n c l o s e d  w a t e r s " .
R E S O L V E D
T h a t  this m a t t e r  be  r e c o n s i d e r e d  at the n e x t  m e e t i n g  of the C o m m i t t e e  
a n d  tha t  the o f f i c e r s  be  i n s t r u c t e d  t o : -
1. P r e p a r e  a d r a f t  B y e l a w  o n  the basis of a l t e r n a t i v e  (b) pl u s  the 
f i r s t  p a r t  of a l t e r n a t i v e  (c)
2. C o n s i d e r  a n y  a m e n d m e n t s  w h i c h  will b e  n e c e s s a r y  to B y e l a w  18 (keep 
n e t s ) , and
3. P r e p a r e  a s u i t a b l e  d e f i n i t i o n  for " e n c l o s e d  wa t e r s "
137 A P P L I C A T I O N  T O  T R A P  EEL S  B E F O R E  25 JUNE
M e m b e r s  r e c e i v e d  a rep o r t  i n d i c a t i n g  that a p p l i c a t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  
f ro m  two f i s h e r m e n  to fi s h  for eels b e f o r e  the 25 June. A l t h o u g h  one of 
the f i s h e r m e n  h a d  r e c e i v e d  such p e r m i s s i o n  in 1984 a n d  1985 m e m b e r s  we r e  
r e m i n d e d  t h a t  in 1986 t h e y  h a d  r e f u s e d  p e r m i s s i o n  b e c a u s e  of an 
a p p l i c a t i o n  f r o m  a s e c o n d  f i s h e r m a n  w h o  d i d  n o t  appear to h a v e  any 
s p e c i a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for the st a t u t o r y  p e r i o d  to b e  w a i v e d  a n d  a 
g e n e r a l  r e l u c t a n c e  to g r a n t  p e r m i s s i o n  to some f i s h e r m e n  w h i l s t  r e f u s i n g  
o t h e r s .
R E C O M M E N D E D
T h a t  p e r m i s s i o n  be  r e f u s e d  in b o t h  cases.
138 A U T H O R I T Y  S C H E M E S  FOR T H E  B E N E F I T  OF F I S H E R I E S  A N D  F I S H I N G
M e m b e r s  r e c e i v e d  d e t a i l s  of the A u t h o r i t y 's F i s h e r i e s  I m p r o v e m e n t  Grant 
A i d  S c h e m e  a n d  the F i s h e r i e s  E q u i p m e n t  L o a n  S c h e m e . Dr  H a r p l e y  ad v i s e d  
m e m b e r s  th a t  the g r a n t  w a s  b a s e d  o n  50% of the cos t  of works, w i t h  a 
m a x i m u m  g r a n t  of £1,000, and that sub s t a n t i a l  funds w e r e  av a i l a b l e  for 
g r a n t s  at the p r e s e n t  time.
139 F I S H I N G  O F F E N C E S  P R O C E S S E D  1986/87
M e m b e r s  n o t e d  the ann u a l  s u m m a r y  of f i s h i n g  o f f e n c e s  and p r o s e c u t i o n s  
p r o c e s s e d  b y  the A u t h o r i t y  d u r i n g  1986/87 and e x p r e s s e d  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  
at the 50% r e d u c t i o n  in the num b e r  o f  p r o s e c u t i o n s .  Dr H a r p l e y  
e x p l a i n e d  tha t  the d e c r e a s e  was m a i n l y  in li c e n c e  e v a s i o n  cases, be c a u s e  
B a i l i f f s  w e r e  h a v i n g  to be  e m p l o y e d  on  o ther duties for a h i g h  
p e r c e n t a g e  of t h e i r  time. It was i n t e n d e d  to c a r r y  o u t  a c o n c e n t r a t e d  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  later this y e a r  to try to i d e n t i f y  levels of licence 
evasion.
140 S E A  F I S H E R Y  B Y E L A W S
M r  B a r n e s  i n f o r m e d  m e m b e r s  that the S a l m o n  A c t  1986 g a v e  S e a  F i s h e r y  
C o m m i t t e e s  the p o w e r  (with W a t e r  A u t h o r i t y  a p p r o v a l ) to m a k e  b y e l a w s
_ 4 _
a b o u t  p l a c i n g  of f i x e d  net s  in the sea. T h e  A u t h o r i t y  h a d  b e e n  
d i s c u s s i n g  p o s s i b l e  b y e l a w s  w i t h  the C u m b r i a n  a n d  the N o r t h  W e s t  and 
N o r t h  W a l e s  S e a  F i s h e r i e s  C o m m i t t e e s  and h o p e d  to r e a c h  a g r e e m e n t  in the 
C u m b r i a  a r e a  v e r y  shortly. N e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  the N o r t h  W e s t  a n d  N o r t h  
W a l e s  S e a  F i s h e r i e s  C o m m i t t e e  h a d  b e e n  d e l a y e d  due to the r e s i g n a t i o n  of 
the F i s h e r i e s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .
R E S O L V E D
T h a t  the C h a i r m a n  a n d  R e g i o n a l  Fisheries O f f i c e r  b e  a u t h o r i s e d  to agree 
w i t h  the S e a  F i s h e r y  C o m m i t t e e s  suit a b l e  B y e l a w s  for appr o v a l  b y  the 
Board.
141 N E T  L I C E N C E S
M r  R B a i l e y  c o m m e n t e d  o n  an o m a l i e s  a r i s i n g  from the i ssue of net 
li c e n c e s  mid c i t e d  two cases c a u s i n g  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  to f i s h e r m e n  in the 
L a n c a s t e r  area. Dr H a r p l e y  a g r e e d  w i t h  Mr  B a i l e y  tha t  a n o m a l i e s  did 
o c c u r  b u t  p o i n t e d  o u t  th a t  the A u t h o r i t y ' s a b i l i t y  to choo s e  to w h o m  
t h e y  w i s h e d  to issue lice n c e s  w a s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  b y  the terms of the Net 
L i m i t a t i o n  Order. In resp o n s e  to a f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n  fro m  Mr  B a i l e y  
a b o u t  f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e e s  b e i n g  able to a v o i d  the S a l m o n  A c t  requir e m e n t s  
for t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  in the b o a t  b y  the p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a p e r m a n e n t  sick 
no t e  to the A u t h o r i t y ,  Dr  H a r p l e y  said th a t  licenses w o u l d  n o t  be 
r e n e w e d  for s u c h  p e o p l e  if the y  w e r e  n o t  c a p a b l e  of fi s h i n g  b e c a u s e  of 
p e r m a n e n t  illness.
142 L E A D  S H O T  B Y E L A W
F o l l o w i n g  a q u e s t i o n  f r o m  Mr  P Neal, Dr H a r p l e y  sa i d  th a t  the p r o p o s e d  
d a t e  for i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the b a n  of use o f  l e a d  sho t  in the N o r t h  W e s t  
A r e a  (viz 1 J u n e  1987) w a s  n o w  u n l i k e l y  a n d  the r e s t r i c t i o n  w o u l d  
p r o b a b l y  n o t  a p p l y  u n t i l  1988.
0343b BCS
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
14 SEPTEMBER 1987 
HAWESWATER HATCHERY -  PROGRESS REPORT
1 . On 13 J u ly  1987 th e  Board r e c e iv e d  a  r e p o r t  from  th e  F is h  Farm 
S te e r in g  g ro u p  w ith  recom m endations f o r  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a j o i n t  
v e n tu re  f i s h  fa rm in g  company. The B oard  a c c e p te d  th e  r e p o r t  and 
a u th o r i s e d  e a r l y  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  reco m m en d a tio n s .
2 . The company w i l l  be c a l l e d  L ak e lan d  S m olts  L im ite d  and w i l l  
i n i t i a l l y  hav e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  H aw esw ater and H olm ew rangle.
I t  i s  program m ed to  s t a r t  p ro d u c t io n  i n  e a r l y  s p r in g  o f  1988 and 
p la n n in g ,  in c lu d in g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  to  th e  EEC f o r  g r a n t  a id ,  i s  
w e l l  advanced  i n  o rd e r  to  m eet t h i s  d e a d l in e .
0337b CH
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
14 SEPTEMBER 1987 
RIVER EDEN -  DRAFT NETTING
1 . On 1 Ju n e  1987 , th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food 
c o n firm e d  a f i s h e r i e s  b y e law  made by t h i s  A u th o r i ty  p r e v e n t in g  
d r a f t  n e t t i n g  on th e  R iv e r  E den . The b y e law  w i l l  come i n t o  e f f e c t  
on 1 J a n u a ry  1988 .
2 . P a ra g ra p h  17 o f  S c h e d u le  3 t o  th e  Salmon and  F re sh w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  
A ct 1975 p r o v id e s  t h a t  th e  owner o r  o c c u p ie r  o f  any f i s h i n g  
i n j u r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  by  a b y e law  may c la im  c o m p e n sa tio n  from  th e  
A u th o r i ty  and  t h a t  i n  d e f a u l t  o f  a g re e m e n t, th e  c la im  s h a l l  be 
s e t t l e d  by  an  a r b i t r a t o r  a p p o in te d  by th e  M in i s t e r .
3 . S o l i c i t o r s  a c t i n g  f o r  th e  ow ner o f  f i s h i n g  r i g h t s  on th e  R iv e r  Eden 
(M rs B I  Lamb) and  th e  o c c u p ie r  o f  t h e s e  r i g h t s  (Mr R C Bone) have 
b e e n  a d v is e d  a b o u t  th e  c o m p e n sa tio n  p r o v i s i o n s  and hav e  e ach  
i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  o f  s u b m i t t in g  a  c la im  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e i r  
c l i e n t .
4 . No c la im s  h av e  y e t  b e e n  r e c e iv e d ,  b u t  th e  C om m ittee w i l l  be 
in fo rm e d  o f  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h i s  m a t te r  a t  f u t u r e  m e e t in g s .
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FISHING BYELAWS -  USE OF LEAD WEIGHTS
On 8 D ecem ber 1986 th e  B oard  a p p ro v ed  a  recom m endation  from  t h i s  
C om m ittee t h a t  a b y e la w  p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  u se  o f  c e r t a i n  lea:d 
w e ig h ts  f o r  a n g l in g  p u rp o s e s  be  im p lem en ted  from  1 Ju n e  1987.
I t  soon  becam e o b v io u s  t h a t  t h i s  im p le m e n ta t io n  d a te  was 
u n r e a l i s t i c  and a t  th e  v a r io u s  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  h e ld  i n  May i t  
was in f o r m a l ly  s u g g e s te d  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  1 J a n u a ry  1988 
w ould  be a  more s e n s i b l e  d a t e .
F o llo w in g  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  s t a t u t o r y  p r o c e d u r e s ,  
M i n i s t e r i a l  c o n f i r m a t io n  was s o u g h t on 6 J u ly ,  and d e s p i t e  
o p p o s i t io n  t o  th e  b y e law  i t  was c o n firm e d  on 10 A ugust to  come 
i n t o  e f f e c t  on 1 S ep tem b er 1987 .
To draw  t h i s  b y e law  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a n g le r s ,  p r e s s  n o t i c e s  
have  b e e n  i s s u e d  and  th e  a t t a c h e d  a d v e r t is e m e n t  h a s  been  
c i r c u l a t e d  t o  a l l  a n g l in g  c lu b s  and f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d e a le r s  in  
th e  n o r th  w e s t  a r e a .
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i s h e r i e s  b y e l a w ,  m a d e  b y  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  o n  
8  D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 6  h a s  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  
w i l l  c o m e  i n t o  e f f e c t  o n  1 s t  S E P T E M B E R  1 9 8 7 :
2 3 A  U S E  O F  L E A D  W E I G H T S
(1 )  S u b j e c t  t o  p a r a g r a p h  ( 2 )  b e l o w ,  n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  o n  o r  
a f t e r  t h e  1 s t  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 7  u s e  f o r  t a k i n g  s a l m o n ,  t r o u t ,  
f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h  o r  e e l s  i n  a n y  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ’s  A r e a  
a n y  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  w h i c h  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  a n y  
l e a d  w e i g h t .
( 2 )  P a r a g r a p h  ( 1 )  a b o v e  d o e s  n o t  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e  o f  a  l e a d  
w e i g h t  o f  0 . 0 6  g r a m s  o r  l e s s  ( N o .  8  s h o t ) ,  o r  m o r e  t h a n  2 8 . 3 5  
g r a m s  (1  o z ) .
“ L e a d ”  i n c l u d e s  a n y  a l l o y  o r  c o m p o u n d  o f  l e a d ;
“ L e a d  w e i g h t ”  m e a n s  s p l i t  s h o t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g  s u i t a b l e  
f o r  w e i g h t i n g  f i s h  l i n e s  w h i c h  i s  n e i t h e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a n d  f u l l y  
e n c l o s e d  i n  t h e  c o r e  o f  a  f i s h i n g  l i n e  n o r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  s w i m  —  f e e d e r , a  s e l f - c o c k i n g  f l o a t  o r  a  f i s h i n g  
l u r e .
“ F i s h i n g  l u r e ”  m e a n s  a n y  d e v i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  f i s h i n g  f ly ,  
w h i c h  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  a t t r a c t  f i s h  a n d  w h i c h  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  
f i s h i n g  h o o k .
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HAAF NET LIMITATION ORDER FOR THE SOLWAY FIRTH
1 . The A u t h o r i t y 's  H aaf N et L im i ta t io n  O rd er f o r  th e  Solw ay F i r t h  was 
c o n firm e d  by th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e  F i s h e r i e s  and Food on 14 
A ugust 1987.
2 . The c o n f i r m a t io n  docum ent in c lu d e d  c e r t a i n  v a r i a t i o n s  w hich  had 
b e e n  a g re e d  by  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h i s  A u th o r i ty  and MAFF, th e  m ost 
im p o r ta n t  o f  t h e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  b e in g  an i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  number o f  
l i c e n c e s  from  120 to  165 .
3 . D e s p i te  t h i s  in c r e a s e  i n  th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  w hich  w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  s u f f i c i e n t  to  s a t i s f y  
dem and, th e  c u r r e n t  num ber o f  h a a f  n e tsm en  b e in g  226 , and  i t  w i l l  
b e  a d v a n ta g e o u s  to  e s t a b l i s h  a  sm a ll  g ro u p  to  d e c id e  who sh o u ld  
r e c e iv e  l i c e n c e s  and who s h o u ld  be r e f u s e d  i f  demand e x c e e d s  su p p ly .
4 . The O rd er r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  l i c e n c e s  s h a l l  be  made in  
w r i t i n g  p r i o r  to  31 Decem ber i n  th e  y e a r  p r i o r  to  t h a t  f o r  w hich 
th e  l i c e n c e  i s  to  r e l a t e  and t h a t  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  l i c e n c e s  s h a l l  be 
c o m p le te d  by th e  f i r s t  day  o f  F e b ru a ry  f o l lo w in g .  O f f i c e r s  a re  
p r e p a r in g  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  form  f o r  t h e s e  l i c e n c e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  so 
t h a t  th e  l i c e n c e s  g ro u p  w i l l  hav e  a  s t a n d a r d  on w h ich  to  b a s e  t h e i r  
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  and th e  O rd e r i t s e l f  c o n ta in s  c e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
p r e f e r e n c e  i n  a l l o c a t i n g  l i c e n c e s .
5 . I t  i s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  l i c e n c e  g ro u p  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  th e  R e g io n a l 
F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r ,  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  and , 
to  e n s u re  i m p a r t i a l i t y ,  a  B oard  member who d o es  n o t  s e rv e  on t h i s  
C om m ittee . The s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h i s  C om m ittee w i l l  a c t  a s  s e c r e t a r y  
t o  th e  g ro u p  w h ich  s h o u ld  m ee t i n  mid J a n u a r y .
6 . I t  i s  recom mended t h a t  th e  B oard be  a sk e d  t o  a p p ro v e  th e  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  l i c e n c i n g  g ro u p  and  t o  n o m in a te  a member n o t  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h i s  c o m m ittee  to  s e rv e  on th e  g ro u p .
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SEA FISHERIES BYELAWS
1 . S e c t io n  3 7 , Salm on A ct 1986 a u th o r i s e s  S ea F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittees/ 
w i th  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  W ater A u th o r i ty ,  t o  make 
b y e law s f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  salm on  and t o  a u t h o r i s e  th e  
p l a c i n g  and  u se  o f  f ix e d  e n g in e s  u n d e r  S e c t io n  6 , Salm on and 
F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A ct 1975.
2 . O f f i c e r s  hav e  h e ld  a  s e r i e s  o f  m e e tin g s  w i th  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  from  
C um bria S ea F i s h e r i e s  w h ich  have  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  a t t a c h e d  d r a f t  
b y e la w s  w h ich  have  b e e n  a p p ro v e d  by th e  S ea  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee and 
a r e  now s u b m it te d  f o r  a p p ro v a l  by  t h i s  A u th o r i ty  p r i o r  to  fo rm a l 
s u b m is s io n  t o  th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food f o r  
c o n s e n t .
3 . I t  may be  some tim e  b e f o r e  s i m i l a r  d r a f t  b y e law s ca n  be  s u b m it te d  
by  N o r th  W e ste rn  and N o rth  W ales S ea F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee (NWNW) 
b e c a u s e  t h e i r  C le rk  and S u p e r in te n d e n t  r e s ig n e d  i n  Autumn 1986 and 
h i s  r e p la c e m e n t  h a s  o n ly  j u s t  ta k e n  p o s t .  N e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  
o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  NWNW h av e  p ro d u c e d  a  number o f  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  
b y e la w s , b u t  th e  new C le rk  and S u p e r in te n d e n t  (w hose r e c e n t  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  m ig r a to r y  f i s h  i s  m in im a l)  f e e l s  t h a t  h e  n e e d s  ipore 
t im e  t o  exam ine th e  p r o p o s a ls  b e f o r e  s u b m i t t in g  them  a s  d ra f t ;  
b y e la w s  to  h i s  C om m ittee f o r  a p p ro v a l .  O f f i c e r s  from  t h i s  
A u th o r i ty  a r e  c o n t in u in g  to  d i s c u s s  th e  p r o p o s a ls  w i th  him  t o  t r y  
and  r e a c h  e a r l y  a g re e m e n t.
4 . I t  i s  recom m ended t h a t  th e  B oard  be  a sk e d  t o  g iv e  t h e i r  c o n s e n t  to  
th e  m aking  o f  th e  a t t a c h e d  d r a f t  b y e law s by  C um bria Sea  F i s h e r i e s  
C om m ittee .
DRAFT BYELAWS - SALMON ACT 1986
DRAFT BYELAWS - SALMON ACT, 1986
BYELAW NO.
SALMON ACT 1986 
AUTHORISED FIXED ENGINES
For the purpose of Subsection 1 of Section 6 of the Salmon 
and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 as amended by section 33 of th<8 
Salmon Act 1986 A FIXED ENGINE WHICH COMPLIES with the 
requirements of sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 of this byelaw shall be AN 
AUTHORISED FIXED ENGINE for the purposes of Section 37(2) of the 
Salmon Act 1986:-
1. FLUKE NET FISHERY - UPPER SOLWAY
I
A fixed engine placed in that part of the Cumbria Sea 
Fisheries District east of a line drawn from Powfoot in Scotland 
to Grune Point in England from the 1st October to 31st January 
following both dates inclusive subject to the following 
conditions
(a) The site of the Fluke or Paidle net shall be marked by 
poles, perches or buoys, visible above the surface at any 
state of the tide, and such poles, perches or buoys shall
be maintained so long as the stakes of the net continue in 
position. The net shall be legibly marked with the owner's 
name and address affixed to the end stakes so long as the 
stakes continue in position.
(b) No portion of the net shall encroach into any low 
water channel.
(c) No portion of the net shall be nearer than 150 metres 
to any portion of another stake net.
(d) No net shall have an overall length greater than 100 
metres.
(e) The net is to be constructed from twine of a thickness 
between 2 and 3 mms.
I
(f) No net shall be constructed wholly or partly from 
monofilament or soft twist multifilament materials.
(g) Any stakes used in connection with the net must ,be 
removed for the duration of 'the period 1st February to 30th 
September in each year.
2. SALMON BOX AREAS
, ' I
A fixed engine placed in the sea areas around the river 
mouths as specified in the following sub-sections during the
1
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period from 1st December to 31st January following both dates 
inclusive.
A fixed engine placed outside the dates set out is 
an UNAUTHORISED fixed engine.
Box N o . 1 - MOUTH OF RIVER ELLEN - (MARYPORT)
An Area 1 mile to the North
1 mile to the South
and 3/^ mile to seaward from Maryport 
Pier (South' Pier Beacon)
(b ) Box No. 2 - MOUTH OF RIVER DERWENT - (WORKINGTON)
An Area 1 mile to the North
l! miles to the South 
and 3/4 mile to seaward of Workington 
Pier (South Pier Beacon),
(c) Box No. 3 - MOUTH OF RIVERS EHEN-CALDER -
(SELLAFIELD)
An Area 1 mile to the North
 1 mile to the South 
 and 1 mile seaward of the centre of the
railway bridge ‘over the River Calder 
at NY 025 027.
(d) Box No. 4 - MOUTHS OF RIVERS IRT, MITE AND ESK
(RAVENGLASS)
1 mile to the South 
and 2 miles due West of the railway 
station at Ravenglass and an additional 
area of sea enclosed by a line drawn 
from the South West corner of the above 
box to Eskmeals Tower (No.38).
SHALLOW WATER FISHING
Subject to the provisions of Section 2 above, in those 
parts sea where there is not 3 metres of water above the 
net at all states of the tide, a fixed engine placed in the 
sea area adjacent to the coastline is an authorised
I
fixed engine if placed in accordance with paragraph (a),
(b) and (c) below:-
(a) In the area from Grune Point to Bank End from
1st December until the last day of February following both 
dates inclusive.
(b) In the area from Bank End to Lowca from 1st November 
until 30th April following both dates inclusive.
(c) In the area from Lowca to Haverigg Point from 1st 
December until 30th April following both dates inclusive.
An Area 1 mile to the North
In those parts of the sea where there is 3 metres or more of
water above the net at all states of the tide, a fixed engine
shall be regarded as an "authorised fixed engine" except in the
i
Salmon Box Areas listed in Section 2 of this Byelaw.
4. BASS FISHERY
A fixed engine .placed in the sea area adjacent to the
coastline between Gutterby and Kirksanton for the purpose of
•i •
catching bass from the 5th September to the 29th November in any
I
year subject to a minimum mesh size of 100 mms. 'i
5. AUTHORISED FIXED ENGINE - CONDITIONS OF USE
1. A fixed engine shall NOT be used for taking or facilitating 
the taking of salmon or sea trout nor shall it serve to 
detain or obstruct the free passage of salmon or sea trout.
#
2. A fixed engine must be fished regularly whilst it is set, 
that is to say, the engine shall be visited and!, if 
appropriate, cleared of fish at least once every alternate 
tide.
3. Any salmon or sea trout taken by a fixed engine shall be 
returned to the water immediately upon the first emptying of 
the fixed engine following such taking and whether such 
salmon or sea trout be alive or dead.
4. A fixed engine shall NOT exceed 240 metres in length.
No portion of a fixed engine shall be nearer than 150 metres 
to any portion of another fixed engine.
No portion the net shall encroach into any low water 
channel.
No instrument, other than a net used exclusively for 
shrimp trawling, shall be towed within any low water 
channel.
The site of a fixed engine authorised under this byelaw 
shall be marked as follows:-
 
the site of the fixed engine shall be marked by flags
on poles, on perches or on buoys attached to the said
fixed engine, such flags to be at least one metre
above the surface of the sea and shall be maintained 
so long as the fixed engine remains in position. The 
poles, perches or buoys used in marking the site of 
the net shall be legibly marked with the owner's name
and address or the registered number of his vessel.
i
No portion of a fixed net shall be nearer the centre of the 
fairway to any harbour than the edge of such fairway at low 
water of the tide during which the net is fishing.
No stake, pole or perch used for anchoring a fixed net shall
be made of metal unless the written permission of the Sea 
Fisheries Committee is obtained for the use of one or more
I 
metal stakes, poles or perches and the stake, pole or 
perch is covered by that permission.
B y e l a w  n o .
DRIFT OR BEACH SEINE NETS
(i) No drift or beactf seine nets shall be used within the Salmon 
Areas set out in Byelaw No. Section 2 and in the sea area east 
of a line drawn from Powfoot in Scotland to Grune Point in 
England.
(ii) No drift net with a mesh of a size larger than 54 mms 
measured diagonally across the mesh other than a drift net 
•licensed by the North West Water Authority to fish for salmon in 
Cumbria Coastal Waters shall be used in the sea area adjacent to 
the coastline during the dates specified below:-
Grune Point to Bank End from the 1st March to 30th November 
in each year both dates inclusive.
Bank End to Lowca from 1st May to 31st October in each year 
both dates inclusive.
L o w c a  t o  H a v e r i g g  f r o m  1 s t  M ay t o  3 0 t h  N o v e m b e r  i n  e a c h  y e a r  
b o t h  d a t e s  i n c l u s i v e .
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RIVER CALDEW -  WEIRS
1 . The A u th o r i ty  i s  c o n s t r u c t i n g  f i s h  p a s s e s  a t  t h r e e  w e ir s  on th e  
R iv e r  C aldew  so t h a t  m ig r a to r y  f i s h  w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  r e a c h  th e  u p p e r 
p a r t s  o f  th e  r i v e r  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  many y e a r s .
2 . The w e i r s  a r e  a t  H olm ehead, B uckabank and  C um m ersdale. The 
o f f i c e r s  f e e l  t h a t  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f i s h i n g  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  o th e r  
w e i r s  i n  th e  r e g io n  s h o u ld  be e x te n d e d  to  th e s e  new s t r u c t u r e s  an d , 
t h e r e f o r e ,  recommend t h a t  F is h in g  B yelaw  19 be amended a c c o r d in g ly .
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SERIOUS FISH MORTALITIES
S in c e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r ,  t h e r e  hav e  b een  some 80 i n c i d e n t s  w hich  
h av e  in v o lv e d  th e  l o s s  o f  f i s h  m a in ly  i n  th e  S o u th e rn  F i s h e r i e s  D i s t r i c t  
o f  th e  A u th o r i t y .  M ost o f  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  have  been  r e l a t i v e l y  sm a ll in  
s c a l e  and  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c a u s e s ,  i n c lu d in g  d i s e a s e ,  
p o s t- s p a w n in g  m o r t a l i t i e s ,  low  d i s s o lv e d  oxygen l e v e l s ,  and 
m is c e l la n e o u s  d i s c h a r g e s  o r  r u n - o f f  ( a c c id e n t a l  o r  a v o id a b le )  i n  u rb a n  
and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s . Some o f  th e  l a t t e r  have  r e s u l t e d  i n  fo rm a l 
p ro c e e d in g s  u n d e r  C o n tro l  o f  P o l l u t i o n  A ct 1974 b e in g  i n s t i t u t e d  by th e  
A u th o r i ty .
T h e re  h a v e , h o w ev er, b een  fo u r  m a jo r  i n c i d e n t s  w h ich  hav e  r e s u l t e d  in  
l a r g e  s c a l e  m o r t a l i t i e s  o f  f i s h ,  and th e s e  a r e  o u t l i n e d  b e lo w :-
1 . RIVER WEAVER
I n  e a r l y  May, d ead  and d y in g  f i s h  w ere r e p o r te d  o v e r  a  10 m ile  
l e n g th  o f  t h e  u p p e r W eaver b e tw een  Audlem and  N an tw ich . On 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h u n d re d s  o f  d ead  f i s h  o f  a l l  s i z e s  and s p e c ie s  
(b re a m , ro a c h ,  p e rc h ,  chub , gudgeon  and t r o u t )  w ere  found  on th e  
bed  o f  th e  r i v e r  a s  f a r  dow nstream  a s  Beam B r id g e . D e s p ite  
e x h a u s t iv e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by f i s h e r i e s  s t a f f ,  b i o l o g i s t s  and r i v e r  
i n s p e c t o r s ,  th e  c a u se  o r  o r i g i n  o f  th e  m o r t a l i t i e s  h a s  n o t  been  
d e te rm in e d , b u t  th e  p a t t e r n  and sp e e d  o f  th e  m o r t a l i t i e s  i n d ic a te d  
t h a t  a  t o x i c  a g e n t  was in v o lv e d .  V a rio u s  a n g l in g  i n t e r e s t s  
i n c lu d in g  N an tw ich  A .S . ,  Wyche A .C . and  p r i v a t e  f i s h e r i e s  w ere 
a f f e c t e d .
2 . THREE POOLS SYSTEM, SOUTHPORT
On 4 Ju n e  th o u sa n d s  o f  dead  and  d i s t r e s s e d  c o a r s e  f i s h  w ere 
o b s e rv e d  i n  th e  T h ree  P o o ls  w a te rw ay , w h ich  fo rm s p a r t  o f  th e  
C ro s s e n s  d r a in a g e  sy s te m , and i s  l e a s e d  to  S o u th p o r t  and  D i s t r i c t  
A.A. by  th e  A u th o r i ty .
I t  was r a p i d l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  d i s s o lv e d  oxygen l e v e l s  i n  th e  
w a te r  had  f a l l e n  to  a v e ry  low l e v e l  fo l lo w in g  a  h ea v y  summer 
s to rm , w h ich  h ad  w ashed o u t  a  s ta g n a n t  t r i b u t a r y  d i t c h  i n to  th e  
m ain  w a te r c o u r s e .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  o n ly  two day s p r i o r  to  th e  i n c i d e n t ,  
t h e  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n  had  w arned  o f  a  p u b l ic  h e a l t h  n u is a n c e  from  
t h i s  s e p t i c  d i t c h  and p o t e n t i a l  h a z a rd  to  th e  f i s h e r y .  The d i t c h  
r e c e iv e s  s to rm  ta n k  o v e rf lo w s  from  a sew age pum ping s t a t i o n  a t  
C row land S t r e e t  m a in ta in e d  by S e f to n  Borough C o u n c i l ,  a s  a g e n ts  o f  
th e  A u th o r i ty .
Im m ed ia te  e f f o r t s  w ere made to  im prove c o n d i t io n s  i n  th e  s h o r t - te r m  
by pum ping a  f lo w  th ro u g h  th e  w a te rc o u r s e  v i a  th e  C ro s s e n s  pum ping 
s t a t i o n ,  b u t  o v e r  th e  p e r io d  4 -5  Ju n e  i t  was s u b s e q u e n t ly  e s t im a te d
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t h a t  some 150,000 m i x e d  sizes and s p ecies h a d  died, a n d  m a n y  
w e a k e n e d  d i s t r e s s e d  fis h  w e r e  lost fro m  the s y s t e m  v i a  the p u m p i n g  
station, d e n u d i n g  the fis h  p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r  a 3 m i l e  s t r e t c h  of the 
w a t erway.
S o l i c i t o r s  a c t i n g  for S o u t h p o r t  and D i s t r i c t  A.A. and Mr  R H e s k e t h  
h a v e  e n t e r e d  a c l a i m  a g a i n s t  the A u t h o r i t y  for loss of fish.
I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  are in h a n d  for i m p r o v e m e n t s  to the C r o w l a n d  Street 
s e w a g e  p u m p i n g  s t a t i o n  w i t h  a v i e w  to the w o r k  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  out 
u n d e r  the A u t h o r i t y ' s  c a pital p r o g r a m m e  in 1988-89. T h e  co s t  of 
the s c h e m e  is some £3m.
3. M A C C L E S F I E L D  CANAL, C O N G L E T O N  - K I D S G R O V E
O n  21 August, d e a d  a n d  d i s t r e s s e d  f i s h  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  in the 
M a c c l e s f i e l d  canal b e l o w  Congleton. T h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  w e r e  that 
d i s s o l v e d  o x y g e n  levels h a d  fallen to a low level in the area, and 
t h a t  a s l u g  of low D.O. w a t e r  was m o v i n g  s l o w l y  s o u t h w a r d  towards 
the T r e n t  a n d  M e r s e y  Canal, w i t h  fish d y i n g  as it p r o g r e s s e d  do w n  a 
6 m i l e  length. Over the ne x t  few days, f i s heries staff wer e  
i n v o l v e d  in r e s c u i n g  th o u s a n d s  of coa r s e  fis h  and t r a n s f e r r i n g  them 
to the T r e n t  and M e r s e y  canal at Mid d l e w i c h ,  r e m o v i n g  a n d  d i s p o s i n g  
of some 60,000 d e a d  fis h  from the water, a n d  m a n n i n g  c o m p r e s s o r s  to 
t r y  to i m p r o v e  o x y g e n  l e v e l s .
I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  b y  the river inspe c t o r s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e v e a l e d  that 
an u n a u t h o r i s e d  d i s c h a r g e  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  into the canal, a n d  this 
w as f o r m a l l y  sampled.
D i s s o l v e d  o x y g e n  levels in the canal h a v e  r e m a i n e d  low since the 
m o r t a l i t i e s  w e r e  first observed, and the c o m p r e s s o r s  w e r e  still in 
o p e r a t i o n  some two w e e k s  later. To  c o m p o u n d  this problem, 
f o l l o w i n g  h e a v y  rain, a serious ban k  slip o c c u r r e d  at the lower end 
of the c anal ne a r  the j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the T r e n t  a n d  M e r s e y  canal, and 
a s e c t i o n  h a d  to be d e w a t e r e d  b y  B r i t i s h  W a t e r w a y s  Board. N W W A  
f i s h e r i e s  s taff a s s i s t e d  w i t h  the r emoval and tran s f e r  of fish at 
s h o r t  notice, a n d  at a time w h e n  r e s ources w e r e  f u l l y  s t r e t c h e d  by  
the u p s t r e a m  m o r t a l i t i e s .
A  m e e t i n g  has b e e n  h e l d  b e t w e e n  fi s h e r i e s  a n d  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  staff 
of t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the s e v e n  a n g l i n g  clubs who 
lease t heir f i s h i n g  rights from B W B  to e x p l a i n  the course of 
events, a n d  to ex p l o r e  way s  of r e s t o r i n g  the f i s h e r y  w h e n  
c o n d i t i o n s  are suitable.
4. R I V E R  E D E N  - A P P L E B Y
A  s e r i o u s  m o r t a l i t y  c a u s e d  b y  an u n c o n s e n t e d  d i s c h a r g e  c o n t a i n i n g  
h i g h  levels of a m m o n i a  o c c u r r e d  in the R i v e r  E d e n  at A p p l e b y  on the
8 a n d  9 July. A  total of 150,000 fis h  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n c l u d i n g  over
2 0, 0 0 0  t r o u t  a n d  15,000 salmon.
In v i e w  of the len g t h  of- river i n v o l v e d  and the serious damage
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c a u s e d  b y  the p o l l u t i o n  the A u t h o r i t y  has d e c i d e d  to r e stock 
i m m e d i a t e l y  u s i n g  its powe r s  u n d e r  the C o n t r o l  of P o l l u t i o n  Act. 
The c o s t  of this r e s t o c k i n g  is l i k e l y  to be some £ 4 0 , 0 0 0  to £ 50,000 
a n d  p a y m e n t  w i l l  be  sought fr o m  the polluter.
S u b s t a n t i a l  r e s t o c k i n g  has a l r e a d y  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  the 
A u t h o r i t y  w i t h  the a g r e e m e n t  of  the v a r i o u s  f i s h e r y  owners, u s i n g  
stocks o b t a i n e d  f r o m  the A u t h o r i t y  H a t c h e r y  at Holmwr a n g l e .  The 
A u t h o r i t y  is t a k i n g  the n e c e s s a r y  steps to p r o s e c u t e  the C o m p a n y  
w h i c h  c a u s e d  the pollution.
A p a r t  fro m  the r iver E d e n  p o l l u t i o n  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  g a m e  fish, 
the above m o r t a l i t i e s  m a j o r  a n d  minor, h a v e  h i g h l i g h t e d  a n e e d  for large 
n u m b e r s  of c o a r s e  fish to r e place stocks lost t h r o u g h  pollution. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  c o a r s e  fish are not a v a i l a b l e  in q u a n t i t y  e i t h e r  from 
s o urces w i t h i n  the region, or e v e n  fro m  c o m m e r c i a l  sup p l i e r s  w h e n  m o n e y  
is a v a i l a b l e  to b u y  them (a c o n s e r v a t i v e  e s t i m a t e  of the v a l u e  of the 
f i s h  k i l l e d  in the 3 m a j o r  m o r t a l i t i e s  above is in exc e s s  o f  £l/4m). 
T h e  n e w  L e y l a n d  fi s h  farm wil l  a l l e v i a t e  this p r o b l e m  w h e n  in full 
p r o d u c t i o n ,  b u t  in o r d e r  to cope a d e q u a t e l y  w i t h  r e s t o c k i n g  f o l l o w i n g  
l a r g e  s cale p o l l u t i o n  incidents the A u t h o r i t y  u r g e n t l y  needs to o b t a i n  
s u i t a b l e  w a t e r s  for use as stock p o n d s .
NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
14TH SEPTEMBER 1987
ABOLITION OF THE COARSE FISH CLOSE SEASON IN ENCLOSED WATERS
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1 . A t t h e i r  m e e tin g  o f  th e  1 8 th  May th e  C om m ittee p ro p o se d  t h a t  th e  
c o a r s e  f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n  s h o u ld  be a b o l i s h e d  f o r  s t i l l  w a te r s ,  
s u b j e c t  t o  th e  o f f i c e r s  p ro d u c in g  an  a c c e p ta b le  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
e n c lo s e d  w a te r s ,  w hich  w ould  be  e n f o r c e a b le  w i th o u t  c r e a t i n g  
c o n fu s io n  am ongst th e  a n g l in g  p u b l i c .
2 . The o f f i c e r s  h av e  c o n s id e r e d  th e  d e t a i l e d  c h a n g es  to  th e  bye law s 
w h ich  w ould  be  n e c e s s a r y  to  p ro d u c e  a  w o rk a b le  s o l u t i o n  to  t h i s  
p ro b le m , and  s u g g e s t  t h a t : -
( a )  T h e re  w ou ld  be  no c lo s e  s e a s o n  f o r  c o a r s e  f i s h  e x c e p t  in  
s t r e a m s ,  r i v e r s ,  and th o s e  p a r t s  o f  r i v e r s  c a n a l i s e d  f o r  
n a v ig a t io n a l  p u rp o s e s .  An exam ple o f  t h i s  w ould  be  th e  W eaver 
N a v ig a t io n .
(b )  The e x i s t i n g  b an  on th e  u s e  o f  k e e p n e ts  w ould  be  r e t a i n e d  f o r  
th e  p e r i o d  1 5 th  M arch to  th e  1 5 th  J u n e .
( c )  B yelaw  16 ( th e  m aggot b a n ) ,  w ould  be  a l t e r e d  so  t h a t  in  
s t r e a m s ,  r i v e r s ,  th o s e  p a r t s  o f  r i v e r s  c a n a l i s e d  f o r  
n a v i g a t i o n a l  p u rp o se s  and i n  c e r t a i n  named l a k e s ,  ( i . e .  th o s e  
l a k e s  a l r e a d y  named i n  th e  e x i s t i n g  b y e la w  1 6 ) , f i s h i n g  w ould  
o n ly  be  p e r m i t t e d  w ith  f l y ,  a r t i f i c i a l  l u r e ,  minnow, worm o r  
sh rim p  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  1 5 th  M arch to  t h e  1 5 th  J u n e .
3 . The C om m ittee i s  a sk ed  to  c o n s id e r  t h e s e  p r o p o s a ls  w h ich  w i l l  a l s o  
be  c o n s id e r e d  by  th e  W ater R e c r e a t io n  and  C o n s e rv a t io n  C om m ittee on 
th e  2 1 s t  S e p te m b e r.
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PROPOSALS FOR A PUBLIC REGULATORY BODY 
IN A PRIVATISED WATER INDUSTRY
1 . The G overnm ent r e s t a t e d  i t s  com m itm ent to  p r i v a t i s i n g  th e  w a te r  
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  i t s  m a n if e s to  f o r  th e  G e n e ra l E l e c t io n  i n  J u n e . I t  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  p u b l is h e d  a  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p a p e r  (co p y  a l r e a d y  s u p p lie d )  
on p r o p o s a l s  f o r  a  p u b l ic  r e g u l a t o r y  body  i n  a p r i v a t i s e d  w a te r  
i n d u s t r y .  T h is  was c o n s e q u e n t on a  re v ie w  o f  i t s  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  th e  
f u t u r e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  c o n d u c te d  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  c o n c e rn  
e x p re s s e d  a b o u t  i t s  e a r l i e r  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f 
r e g u l a to r y  f u n c t i o n s  ( e s s e n t i a l l y  a b s t r a c t i o n  and impoundm ent 
l i c e n s i n g  and  d i s c h a r g e  c o n s e n t s ) .  W h ils t  o t h e r  i s s u e s  h av e  become 
in t e r tw in e d  i n  th e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p a p e r  w i th  i t s  m ain  them e o f  
e x e r c i s e  o f  r e g u l a t o r y  f u n c t i o n s ,  th e  p a p e r  r e p r e s e n t s  o n ly  p a r t  o f  
th e  w ho le  p r i v a t i s a t i o n  d e b a te .
2 . A d r a f t  N o r th  W est W ater r e s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  p re p a r e d  and  w i l l  be 
c o n s id e r e d  by  th e  B oard  on 7 S e p te m b e r. I n  th e  l i g h t  t h e r e o f  th e  
d r a f t  r e s p o n s e  w i l l  be  s u b m it te d  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  by ( i n  a d d i t io n  
t o  t h i s  C om m ittee) th e  R e g io n a l Land D ra in a g e  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee , 
th e  W ater S e r v ic e s  C o u n c ils  and  th e  W ater R e c r e a t io n  and 
C o n s e rv a t io n  C om m ittee . T h e i r  comments and  any comments from  t h i s  
C om m ittee w i l l  be s u b m it te d  t o  th e  B oard  on 12 O c to b e r  when th e  
fo rm a l r e s p o n s e  w i l l  need  to  be a g re e d ,  to  m eet th e  G o v ern m en t's  
d e a d l in e  o f  15 O c to b e r .
3 . Any p r e l i m i n a r y  v iew s from  th e  B oard  m e e tin g  on 7 S ep tem ber w i l l  be 
r e p o r t e d  o r a l l y .  The C om m ittee i s  i n v i t e d  to  comment on and 
e x p re s s  a  v iew  on  th e  d r a f t  r e s p o n s e .
DRAFT (27.8.1987)
For consultation with the Regional Land Drainage Committee, the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee, the Water Services Councils, the Regional 
Recreation and Conservation Committee and other parties, before consideration by 
the Board. 
NORTH WEST MATER AUTHORITY
RESPONSE TO THE GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSALS FOR 
A PUBLIC REGULATORY BODY IN A PRIVATISED WATER INDUSTRY
INTRODUCTION
1. Now that the Government has confirmed its commitment to privatising the 
Water Authorities, the North West Water Authority will play its part in creating 
new arrangements for the water industry that will provide a good service to the 
customers, benefit the environment and protect employees. We must also ensure 
that the new regime will enable the Water Services PLCs to establish themselves 
as well-run, profitable businesses which are attractive to investors.
2. Our starting point is acceptance of the Government's policy of retaining in 
the public sector the regulation of charges and standards of service of the 
WSPLCs as well as the statutory responsibilities for water conservation and 
resource planning, river quality control, flood protection and land drainage, 
and fisheries. The success of the new arrangements for the water industry will 
depend on correct balances being struck between the demands of these public 
sector controls and the commercial realities surrounding the private sector 
WSPLCs. It will also depend on the regulatory framework being coherent, simple 
and clear so as not to impose burdens on the PLCs which will divert them from 
their main task of managing their businesses.
3. We have to say that in our view these conditions will not be met by the 
proposals for a National Rivers Authority in the consultation paper. In this 
response we suggest modified arrangements which would provide a firmer 
foundation for the future. We have concentrated on principles and major issues; 
detailed matters are for a later stage.
4. One important advantage of our proposals is that they retain the essential 
parts, and so the main benefits, of regional integrated river basin management,
THE PRIVATE SECTOR WSPLCs
5. In order to become established as successful businesses, the WSPLCs will 
have to attract investors. As will be seen from the attached copy of a letter 
from our merchant bankers, we are advised that this will not be easy. However, 




6. However, as the merchant bankers point out, the regulatory framework 
involves a bewildering variety of separate regulators: the. Department of the 
Environment, the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food, Her Majesty's 
Inspectorate of Pollution, the Director General of Water Services, the National 
Rivers Authority, and the Monopolies and Mergers Commission.
7. As well as detracting from the market standing of the WSPLCs, this complex 
regulatory system would seriously handicap their operation. It would cause 
confusion, waste and delay. It would absorb managerial efforts which should be 
directed to the primary tasks of the companies. It would cause frustration and 
so discourage the recruitment and retention of top quality managers by the P^Cs. 
These points and other matters in our response are supported and expanded in the 
letter from the merchant bank.
8. Another serious fault of the proposed regulatory arrangements is that they 
would make it inevitable that the National Rivers Authority, and possibly other 
regulators, would exercise a decisive influence on the expenditure levels of the 
WSPLCs by, for instance, demanding water quality standards and imposing a 
timetable for achieving them. Furthermore, the NRA would, in a real sense, be 
setting - and possibly distorting - priorities within the PLCs' main functions 
of water supply and sewage disposal -since funds allocated to protection of 
river quality would not be available for safeguarding water supplies.
9. Thus there would be a lack of clarity about the respective powers and 
responsibilities of the PLCs and the various regulators. This would be 
intolerable for a water services utility which, as part of the private sector, 
will have to make profits and raise funds on the market.
A SINGLE REGULATOR
10. We are convinced, therefore, that the regulatory arrangements proposed in 
the consultation paper would jeopardise the flotation and operation of the 
WSPLCs. Our alternative proposals are based on combining the proposed National 
Rivers Authority, the Director General of Water Services and Her Majesty's 
Inspectorate of Pollution into a single public regulatory body, which would also 
deal with EC Competent Authority functions. This Public Regulatory Body would 
be responsible for regulatory functions only and so would have no involvement in' 
operational management. (Throughout the remainder of the response we refer to 
our proposal as the Public Regulatory Body - a phrase which the Government uses 
in the title of its consultation paper. We have adopted this name so as to 
distinguish our proposal from the Government's proposal of a National Rivers 
Authority. However, what matters is the scope and size of the regulatory body 
and not its name - which could, in fact, be the National Rivers Authority),
11. The single regulator would have the important advantage of clarity of 
responsibility. Objectives and standards which the Government wanted the WSPLCs 
to achieve would be discussed from the start within one forum in the context of 
their impact on charge payers and shareholders. In effect, a commitment would 
be given to the PLC involved that the funds available to it would be 
commensurate with the job to be done.
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12. The functions of the Public Regulatory Body would be confined strictly to 
those which could not be carried out satisfactorily elsewhere. Thus there are 
certain functions which are closely related to ministerial policy: they should 
be carried out by the DoE itself. There are other matters that are rooted in 
problems and solutions which are located in the regions: they should be dealt 
with by the regional WSPLCs.
13. The Public Regulatory Body could and should, therefore, be small and 
compact. Its functions are covered in more detail later in this response. It 
will be seen that their nature and scale, as proposed, would not justify the 
setting up of regional offices of the body.
WATER RESOURCES
14. Starting with water resources, a major policy matter such as overview long­
term planning on a national scale must be lead by the Government, and so the DoE 
itself should take direct charge of this work. The involvement of the Public 
Regulatory Body would not provide any value-added content - especially in view 
of the fact that the Secretary of State is responsible for the final decision in 
any case. The WSPLCs affected should be statutory consultees.
15. Within the regions covered by the PLCs, the development of new sources of 
supply will be dominated by local interests and issues. So, within the national 
framework established by the DoE, the WSPLCs should have the responsibility and 
powers for carrying out regional strategic planning of the new sources and for 
all stages of the creation of these new assets. This would apply to both 
surface waters - including reservoirs - and groundwater.
16. For the same reasons, the WSPLCs should be responsible for issuing 
abstraction and impounding licences to themselves and other abstractors and for 
setting acceptable flow regimes for rivers. These matters would be subject to 
the consent of, or appeal to, the Secretary of State as they are now, thus 
ensuring there was no abuse of power by the WSPLCs. The PLCs would monitor the 
licences. The Public Regulatory Body would be the enforcement authority.
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND POLLUTION CONTROL
17. The approach for environmental quality and pollution control would be 
similar to that for water resources - as these matters are a major component of 
government environmental policy. Overview planning, including the setting of 
national river quality objectives, would be carried out by the DoE, with the 
WSPLCs as statutory consultees.
18. Within this national framework, the PLCs would set quality objectives and 
standards for rivers and coastal waters in their own region, with programmes 
for their phased achievement. They would also be responsible for the creation 
of new assets.
19. For discharge consents, arrangements similar to those applying at present 
should continue. The issue by the PLCs of consents to themselves and to other 
parties would again be subject to direction or consent, or appeal, to protect 
the overall public interest. The PLC's would also monitor the discharges. Again 
the Public Regulatory Body would be the enforcement authority.
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FLOOD PROTECTION AND FISHERIES
20. Flood protection and land drainage and fisheries are substantially 
operational functions and so would have no place in the Public Regulatory Body. 
These functions could be carried out in their entirety by the WSPLCs on the 
basis of regional long-term management contracts, possibly under the aegis of 
special public bodies, as was envisaged for land drainage and flood protection 
in the white paper of February 1986. The contracts would cover the cost of the 
service, a return on assets and safeguards for the WSPLC in respect of 
liabilities in the event of termination or non-continuation of the contracts.
INTEGRATED RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT
21. The foregoing proposals would leave with the WSPLCs the main features of 
the regional control of water resources, environmental quality and pollution 
control, flood protection and land drainage and fisheries. When these were 
combined with the investment role of the WSPLCs, the result would be the 
continuation of the essentials of regional integrated river basin management, 
controlled by the WSPLCs under the general surveillance of the Secretary of 
State. In view of the tangible achievements of this approach to water services 
planning and operation, its retention would be of major benefit to the 
environment, to customers, to the water industry and the so to the nation.
CONSERVATION AND RECREATION
22. The proposals in the consultation paper properly reflect the importance of 
the conservation of natural beauty, flora and fauna, the protection of amenity 
and the encouragement of recreation. At the same time they would not prevent 
responsible commercial development by the WSPLCs of their reservoirs and other 
assets. The Regional Recreation and Conservation Committees could continue 
broadly as now. The Public Regulatory Body would not have a role to play in the 
area of conservation and recreation. The local authorities could have a role to 
play where recreation and amenity are related to rivers.
OWNERSHIP OF ASSETS
23. The WSPLCs must have vested in them al1 of the property and assets which 
they need in order to perform their functions. However, a single body confined 
to public regulation would not need to own any operational assets.
CHARGES
24. The regulation of charges which WSPLCs will make to their customers is 
barely touched on in the consultation paper. However, we feel we must draw 
attention to the following matter. Our proposals place the overall 
responsibility for environmental planning with the DoE and the fixing of charges 
with the Public Regulatory Body. If Government did not want to retain the 
overview planning, they should make it the responsibi1ity of the Public 
Regulatory Body so that a unified view would be taken of environmental 
objectives and charges.
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FINANCES OF THE PUBLIC REGULATORY BODY
25. The important but limited role which we envisage for the Public Regulatory 
Body calls for fresh thinking on the proposals in the consultation paper in 
relation to abstraction charges and effluent discharge consents.
26. We wish to draw attention to two important points. First, abstraction 
charges should be fixed on a regional basis and not nationally - in line with 
the intent of section 30 of the Water Act 1973. Secondly, the Public 
Regulatory Body should not be permitted to raise income by precepting .on the 
WSPLCs.
ARRANGEMENTS TO REPRESENT PUBLIC AND CUSTOMER INTERESTS
27. Customer Service Committees will be concerned amongst other things with 
monitoring standards of service, and so should be centred on the Public Regulatory 
Body. Experience in the north west indicates that the Committees will be 
interested in the functions of the Public Regulatory Body as wel1 as those of the 
WSPLCs. This fact should be reflected in the remit and composition of the CSCs.
28. All the Water Services Councils in the north west have expressed strong views 
in favour of retaining local consultative arrangements. They may wish to see the 
power of the CSCs to arrange for the formation of local sub-committees replaced by 
a duty to do so.
EMPLOYEES
29. The success of the new arrangements for the water industry will call for the 
commitment of senior management and the broad support of employees. These 
conditions are more likely to be realised if assurances are forthcoming of a 
realistic protection package, including a pension scheme no less attractive than 
the one which presently applies in Water Authorities.
30. Our proposal for a small Public Regulatory Body without regional offices 
reduces considerably the scale of uncertainty and possible disruption for staff.
RESEARCH
31. We do not see research as an area for control by the Public Regulatory Body. 
We agree with the Government1s view that WSPLCs will be motivated to undertake 
research by their need to improve performance. We expect the North West Water PLC 
to continue the present commitment of the North West Water Authority to supporting 
and working jointly with the Water Research Centre.
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT
32. One important result of our proposals would be that the WSPLCs would maintain 
their position as repositories of expertise over the whole range of water services 
management and operation. This has considerable commercial potential at home and 
abroad - a potential which the WSPLCs must be free to continue to exploit.
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RESPONSE TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
33. The consultation paper asks a number of specific questions (paragraph 13.2). 
They are based on the proposals for a large National River Authority with wide 
ranging regulatory powers and operational functions. In view of our proposal for a 
compact, single' Public Regulatory Body, we consider that replies to these 
questions would not be relevant.
CONCLUSION
34. We believe that our proposals in this response are entirely consistent with 
the essentials of the Government1s position, as we understand it, that there should 
be effective public regulation of the private sector water uti1ities insofar as 
this is needed for safeguarding the interests of customers and protecting the 
environment. At the same time our proposals are in the best interests of the 
shareholders and customers of the WSPLCs. They meet all the aims of the 
consultation paper without imposing wholesale, dampening controls on the WSPLCs. 
They retain the main features, and so the chief benefits, of integrated river 
basin management.
. 35. The regime we suggest has the benefits of simplicity and of clarity of 
responsibi1ity. It provides continuity with the present working arrangements 
between the Government and Water Authorities and so would reassure investors 
about the stability of the new arrangements.
36. Finally, our proposals create a climate within which the WSPLCs could 
achieve a successful flotation and be stimulated to move forward as profitable 
businesses under innovative and dynamic management.
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We u n d e r t o o k  t o  w r i t e  t o  y o u  t o  c o n f i r m  o u r  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  a  N a t i o n a l  R i v e r s  A u t h o r i t y  (N R A ).
We a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l s  
w h i c h ,  i f  i m p l e m e n t e d ,  w o u l d  i n  O u r  v i e w  h a v e  a n  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  o n  
i n v e s t o r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  N o r t h  W e s t  W a te r  P L C . T h e s e  a r e :
( i )  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s e t t i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  
o b j e c t i v e s  f r o m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s e t t i n g  t h e  c h a r g i n g  
f o r m u l a ;
( i i )  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  W SPLCs w o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t ;  
a n d
( i i i ) t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  o n  m a n a g e m e n t .
D i v i s i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
U n d e r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l s ,  t h e  NRA w o u ld  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
s e t t i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  o b j e c t i v e s . T h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s  w o u l d  b e  a 
m a j o r  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  NWW's c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  p r o g r a m m e . H o w e v e r , 
f u n d i n g  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  p r o g r a m m e  w o u l d  b e  a  m a t t e r  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  w h e n  s e t t i n g  t h e  p r i c e  
f o r m u l a . We b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n v e s t o r s  w o u ld  b e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e g u l a t i o n  f r o m  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e c o n o m i c  r e g u l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  t h e  
d a n g e r  t h a t  o b l i g a t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  p u t  u p o n  N o r t h  W e s t  W a te r  PLC 
w h i c h  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  f i n a n c e . A m e r e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  
D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  w o u l d  " t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t "  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
NRA w o u l d  n o t  i n  o u r  v i e w  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  p r o b l e m  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  I t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  t o  u n i f  y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
d e c i s i o n s  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s .
Weight of regulation
Under the Government's new proposals, the PLC's commercial 
judgements would be constrained by a bewildering variety of 
regulatory authorities including the Secretary of State, the 
Director General, the NRA, and Her Majesty's Inspectorate of 
Pollution, not to mention MAFF and the MMC. The sheer number of 
these agencies, coupled with the probability of their putting 
conflicting pressures on the business, would depress the PLC's 
commercial prospects, with decisions subject to unpredictable 
interference and delay.
Management
We believe investors would be concerned about the PLC's ability to 
attract and retain commercial management in such a bureaucratic 
environment. Good management requires decisiveness and control, 
whereas under the Government's proposals managers would spend a lot 
of their time seeking consents, providing information and dealing 
with enquiries from non-commercial organisations. Not only would 
there be less time to develop the business, there would be less 
incentive for commercially minded people to stay in it.
Overall, we consider that the complexity of the proposals is likely 
to make the WSPLCs appear less commercial than desirable from the 
point of view of investors. Clarity and simplicity will be 
essential to present the WSPLCs effectively. We do not believe 
that these objectives are satisfied under the current proposals.
The removal of many of the present responsibilities would also 
introduce complications and additional workload in preparing the 
WSPLCs for privatisation, in terms of the reformulation of historic 
accounting records. This would represent another burden for 
management and may therefore carry timetable implications, which 
would be compounded if investors wished to see a period of 
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SERIOUS POACHING INCIDENT -  BORDER ESK
1 . The B o rd e r  Esk h a s  r e c e iv e d  e x c e l l e n t  ru n s  o f  s e a  t r o u t  t h i s  y e a r ,  
and  in f o r m a t io n  and o b s e r v a t io n s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a C um brian gang  was 
t a k i n g  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  f i s h  u s in g  c y a n id e .
2 . A c c o rd in g ly ,  a  com bined  o p e r a t io n  in v o lv in g  7 f u l l - t i m e  b a i l i f f s ,  4 
r e s e r v e  b a i l i f f s  and P o l ic e  from  W igton  an d  C a r l i s l e  was o r g a n i s e d .
3 . The s u s p e c t  v e h ic l e  was se e n  l e a v in g  W ig ton  a t  4 am on  Sunday,
9 A u g u s t, 1987 c a r r y in g  5 men. I t s  p r o g r e s s  was m o n ito re d  by  a 
s e r i e s  o f  c h e c k - p o in t s  u n t i l  i t  a r r i v e d  i n  th e  C anonbie  a r e a  w here 
i t  d ro p p e d  4 o f  th e  men who p ro c e e d e d  to  th e  r i v e r .  The c a r  d ro v e  
a ro u n d  th e  C an o n b ie  a r e a  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s to p p in g  by l a y - b y s  u n t i l  a t
8 .0 0  am i t  was s e e n  t r a v e l l i n g  S o u th  on  th e  A7 w i th  a l l  th e  
p a s s e n g e r s  b a c k  on b o a rd .
4 . A t 8 .1 0  am th e  c a r  was s to p p e d  a t  H a rk e r  and fo und  to  c o n ta in  223 
s e a  t r o u t  and  two salm on  w e ig h in g  a t o t a l  o f  426 l b s .  F o re n s ic  
t e s t s  c o n f irm e d  t h a t  th e  f i s h  h ad  b e e n  k i l l e d  w ith  c y a n id e ,  and 
t e s t s  on f o u r  f i s h  fo u n d  i n  th e  r i v e r  i n  th e  C anonbie  a r e a  a ls o  
c o n f irm e d  t h a t  t h e  f i s h  had  b e e n  k i l l e d  w i th  c y a n id e .
5 . A l l  t h e  men w ere  a r r e s t e d  and t h e i r  homes s e a rc h e d ;  a l th o u g h  no 
m ore c y a n id e  was fo u n d  a  num ber o f  n e t s  w ere  s e iz e d .
6 . T h is  was one o f  th e  b e s t  o r g a n is e d  and  e x e c u te d  o p e r a t io n s  c a r r i e d  
o u t  by  th e  b a i l i f f  s t a f f  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  and th e  C om m ittee may 
w is h  to  o f f e r  t h e i r  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  t h e  s t a f f  c o n c e rn e d .
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A P P L I C A T I O N  TO  U S E  R O T E N O N E  F I S H  T O X I C A N T
1. Since 1982, the F r e s h w a t e r  F i s h e r i e s  U n i t  of L i v e r p o o l  U n i v e r s i t y  
has b e e n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on the L a n c a s h i r e  Canal at 
S t a i n t o n  into the u s e  of g r a s s  car p  for w e e d  control. This 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has b e e n  f i n a n c e d  b y  a g r a n t  from the Natural 
E n v i r o n m e n t  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  and has b e e n  c a r r i e d  out in 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  B r i t i s h  W a t e r w a y s  B o a r d  a n d  w i t h  practical 
a s s i s t a n c e  fro m  the Auth o r i t y .
2. The p r o j e c t  is due to e n d  this m o n t h  a n d  the U n i v e r s i t y  is anxious 
to r e cover all the g r a s s  c a r p  from the short s e c t i o n  of canal 
involved. T h e y  i n t e n d  to use n e t t i n g  and e l c t r o f i s h i n g  initially 
to remove alive as m a n y  of the fi s h  as possible. However, to 
ens u r e  total removal th e y  w o u l d  like s u b s e q u e n t l y  to use Rotenone 
fis h  toxicant. G rass car p  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  to this 
su b s t a n c e  and it is a n t i c i p a t e d  that it w i l l  be p o s s i b l e  to achieve 
their r e moval b y  u s i n g  R o t e n o n e  at a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  b e l o w  that which 
w o u l d  a f f e c t  the m o r e  t o l e r a n t  nat i v e  fi s h  suc h  as tench. 2>fost of 
these will, of course, h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d  also b y  the initial 
n e t t i n g  and e l e c t r o f i s h i n g .
3. A  s i m i l a r  a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  a p p r o v e d  in 1984 w h e n  8 grass carp w hich 
h a d  a v o i d e d  the n e t t i n g  a n d  e l e c t r o  f i s h i n g  o p e r a t i o n  we r e  caught. 
T h e y  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  the e f f e c t s  of the Rote n o n e  after 
b e i n g  p l a c e d  in f resh water.
4. U n d e r  s e c t i o n  5(2), S a l m o n  a n d  F r e s h w a t e r  F i s h e r i e s  A c t  1975 the 
A u t h o r i t y  can give p e r m i s s i o n  for the use of p o i s o n s  such as 
Ro t e n o n e  to take or d e s t r o y  f i s h  for s c i e n t i f i c  purposes, provided 
tha t  appr o v a l  is also g i v e n  b y  the M i n i s t e r  of Agriculture, 
Fis h e r i e s  a n d  Food. T h e  o f f i c e r s  are of the o p i n i o n  that the use 
of R o t e n o n e  is j u s t i f i e d  in  this i n s t a n c e  a n d  the Co m m i t t e e  is 
t h e r e f o r e  a s k e d  to r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  an a p p l i c a t i o n  for approval of 
this a c t i o n  be s u b m i t t e d  to the M i n istry.
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S A L M O N  A C T  1986 - FYKE NET S  FOR F I SHING FOR EELS
1. T h e  S a l m o n  A c t  1986 a l t e r e d  the law r e l a t i n g  to the use of fixed 
en g i n e s  in inl a n d  a n d  tidal w a t e r s  so that o n l y  p r i v i l i g e d  fixed 
engines, e n g i n e s  w h i c h  w e r e  in use in 1861, or e n gines w h i c h  are 
a u t h o r i s e d  b y  b y e l a w  can l e g a l l y  be  fished.
2. Since the A c t  b e c a m e  law there has b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  as 
to w h e t h e r  its p r o v i s i o n s  c o v e r e d  the use of fyke nets to take eels.
3. M A F F  hav e  n o w  t a k e n  the v i e w  that eel fyke nets are d e f i n i t e l y  
i n c l u d e d  in the p r o v i s i o n s  of the 1986 A c t  and that it is important 
for w a t e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  to press ahead and a u t horise b y  b y e l a w  those 
f i x e d  en g i n e s  w h i c h  t h e y  w i s h  to permit.
4. T h e  o f f i c e r s  feel t h a t  the C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  take this o p p o r t u n i t y  
to c o ntrol the a reas w h e r e  fyke nets are p ermitted, a n d  cons i d e r  
w h e t h e r  the use of "otter gu a r d s "  s h o u l d  be m a d e  manda t o r y .
5. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  is a s k e d  for its v i e w s  on these m a t t e r s  b e f o r e  the 
o f f i c e r s  d r a f t  a b y e l a w  for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by  the M i n ister.
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1. C A T C H  STATI S T I C S
NORTH W E S T  W A T E R
1.1 R o d  and Lin e  - I n f o r m a t i o n  fr o m  Anglers' returns
1.1.1 S a l m o n  R o d  Ca t c h e s  by River and Month 1 9 8 6 ’
R I V E R JAN. FEB. MAR. APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. TOTAL AVERAGE 
W E I G H T  (lb)
Border Esk (England) - 2 5 3 1 2 6 77 76 95 267 9.42
Eden 29 31 46 55 32 38 24 122 215 164 756 10.13
D e r w e n t - - - 1 2 4 15 2 40 120 150 532 8.89
Cocker - - - - - - 2 6 3 1'4 25 7.88
Ellen - - - - - - - 1 - 11 12 6.17
Ehen - - - - - 1 6 19 21 30 77 7.41
Calder - - - - - - - - 3 1 4 9.38
Irt - - - - - 1 6 30 15 25 77 7.47
Esk - - - - - - 2 2 8 19 12 43 10.71
Duddon - - - - - - 2 14 9 13 38 6.73
Leven - - - - 2 6 9 9 7 33 6.83
Crake - - - - - - 1 5 3 21 30 5.93
Kent - - 1 1 2 5 21 75 54 80 239 6.31
Lune - - - 8 11 13 11 95 129 218 485 8.77
Others N o r t h e r n  Area - - - - - 2 - 3 - 6 11 6.30
Rib b l e - 2 ' 4 4 9 10 9 62 121 147 368 9.67
Hodder - - - - - - 1 6 16 61 84 9.96
Wy r e - - - - - - - - - 2 2 12 .00
TOTALS 29 35 56 72 57 80 112 772 813 1057 3q 83 8 *99
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NORTH W E S T  W A T E R
1.1.1 S a l m o n  R o d  Catches, Histo r i c a l  Data
R I V E R 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986
No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. AV.Wt. (lb) jNO. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb)
Border Esk (England) 108 8.65 2 69 9.21 135 9.18 88 9.32 267 9.42
Eden 512 8.96 653 8.61 697 9.14 691 9.97 756 10.13
De r w e n t 623 7.93 315 8.12 569 7.75 1062 8.42 532 8.89
Cocker 97 7.03 30 7.99 35 6.71 21 7.38 25 7.88
Ellen 102 5.95 26 5.78 16 5.14 26 6.80 12 6.17
Ehen 79 5.98 38 5.95 63 6.37 110 7.36 77 7.41
Calder 12 5.02 4 7.13 20 5.86 3 7.66 4 9.38
Irt 27 6.2 3 28 7.67 48 6.37 69 6.40 77 7.47
A nnas 1 6.00 - - 3 4.3 3 6.92 8 5.44
Esk 7 5.57 4 6.25 2 8.00 38 7.66 43 10.71
Duddon 23 7.96 5 6.40 7 6.96 31 7.17 38 6.73
Leven 75 5.17 26 6.38 19 6.68 48 6.63 33 6.83
Crake 54 5.2.9 26 4.48 18 6.25 9 7.36 30 5.93
Kent 189 5.85 63 7.12 47 5.40 97 6.75 239 6.31
Bela - - - - - - - - - -
Lune 310 7.52 235 8.13 330 7.49 617 9.33 485 8.77
Ribble 359 8.03 236 8.13 266 7.76 ' 229 9.35 368 9.67
Hodder 103 8.44 102 9.25 118 7.60 110 11.19 84 9.96
W yr e 13 6.38 2 5.13 6 5.13 8 5.00 2 12.00
Keer 1 7.00 - — 1 9.25 - - - -
Tot a l s  and average 
we ights
2695 7.66 2062 8.29 2400 7.99 3260 8.90 3080 8.99
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1.1.2 M i g r a t o r y  Trout R o d  C a t c h e s  by River and M o n t h  - 1986
R I V E R MAY JUNE
i
JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. TOTAL A V ERAGE 
W E I G H T  (lb)
Border Esk (England) 3 102 211 194 92 37 639 1.74
Eden 29 105 171 124 35 14 478 1.93
D e r w e n t 3 31 18 50 84 24 210 2.82
Cocker - - - ■ - 5 3 8 9.75
Ellen - - - 3 - 1 4 0.94
Ehen 3 10 23 125 57 26 244 2.05
Calder - • - 12 - - - 12 1.00
Irt - . 1 7 21 5 7 41 2.99
Esk - 12 13 14 6 - 45 1.51
Duddon - - 7 5 3 - 15 1.57
Leven - 6 32 72 18 9 137 1.72
Crake '■ - 2 8 20 2 3 35 1.23
Kent 18 26 25 74 30 13 186 1.65
Lune 18 103 312 413 181 88 1115 1.88
Others, N o r t h e r n  Area - . 1 4 15 7 4 31 2 .02
Ribble 6 37 73 84 93 22 315 2.05
Hodder 4 5 39 162 44 5 259 1.94
Wyre
TOTALS 84 441 955 1376 662 256 3774 1.94
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1.1.2 M i g r a t o r y  Trout R o d  C a t c h e s  - Histo r i c a l  Data
R I V E R 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986
No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) ,No . A v . W t . (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb)
Border Esk (England) 735 1.61 398 1.73 632 1.87 619 1.69 639 1.74
Eden 961 2.01 757 1.98 1216 1.74 698 2.20 478 1.93
D e r w e n t 383 1.73 391 1.40 350 1.78 279 2.18 210 2.82
Cocker 11 1.98 6 1.71 2 2.25 4 2.56 8 9.75
E llen 41 1.15 7 1.79 4 1.25 1 2.00 4 0.94
Ehen 151 1.80 108 1.65 231 1.94 196 1.67 244 2.05
Calder 37 1.98 33 2.72 - - - - 12 1.00
Irt 39 2.06 24 2.57 40 1.78 45 2.98 41 2.99
Esk 27 1.58 27 2.50 19 2.09 80 1.70 45 1.51
Duddon 31 1.47 13 2.38 13 2.83 20 2.20 15 1.57
Leven 166 2.26 141 1.79 74 1.87 79 2.38 137 1.72
C rake 71 1.45 58 1.32 65 1.64 25 2.79 35 1.23
Kent 244 1.79 124 1.99 67 1.98 148 2.22 186 1.65
Lune 981 2.17 1080 1.84 1220 1.94 1069 2.36 1115 1.88
O t h e r s , N o r t h e r n  Area 107 1.60 113 1.24 66 2.00 104 2.19 31 2.02
Ribble 164 2.06 310 2 .12 186 2.13 201 2.15 315 2.05
Hodder 349 1.98 216 1.99 247 1.90 401 2.12 259 1.94
W yre 59 2 .06 6 1.38 14 1.48 24 1.58 - -
T o t a l s  and a v erage 
w e ights
4557 1.92 3812 1.83 4446 1.86 3993 2.14 3774 1.94
1.2 Commercial Ca t c h e s  by Net s  and Fixed E n gines
1.2.1 Commercial s a l m o n  C a t c h e s  by R i v e r / D i s t r i c t  and M o n t h  - 1986
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R I V E R / D I S T R I C T  
(TYPE OF NET)
FEB. MAR. APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT TOTAL AV ERAGE 
W E I G H T  (lb)
Eden & Border Esk - 5 79 144 260 934 1238 311 2971 9.54
Coastal Drift - - - 9 52 307 500 - 868 7.60
South & W e s t  Cumbria 
Nets & Fixed E n gines _ _ _ _ 1 10 11 7.55
D u d d o n  (Draw Nets) - - - - 3 6 7 - 16 9.42
L even (Lave Nets) - - - - 1 4 2 - 7 6.71
Kent (Lave Nets) - - - - 3 39 19 - 61 7.16
Lune (Draw Nets) - - - - 19 28 12 - 59 8.02
Lune (Drift Nets) - - - 12 60 642 783 - 1497 7.59
Lune (Heave Nets) - - - 6 45 424 283 - 758 8.70
Rib b l e  (Drift Nets) — - — 7 43 120 264 — 434 11.09
Total catch, nets and fixed e n gines 6682 8.82
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1.2.1 Commercial Salmon Ca t c h e s  - Historical Data
R I V E R 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986
No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av •Wt. (lb) No. Av .Wt. (lb) No. Av .Wt. (lb) No. AV .Wt. (lb)
Eden & Border Esk 1773 7.39 5058 7.30 4261 7.02 585 8.60 2971 9.54
Coastal Drift 748 7.16 1167 7.20 735 8.24 417 7,29 868 7.60
South & West
C u m b r i a  nets and
fixed engines 135 7.31 31 6.87 0 - - - 11 7.55
D udd o n 1 7.50 59 5.76 51 7.59 10 9.25 16 9.42
L even 31 6.57 34 7.55 42 5.76 1 10.50 7 6.71
Kent 39 6.10 31 6.32 131 6.64 20 10.25 61 7.16
Lune D r a w  Nets - - 22 7.64 54 5.76 15 8.33 59 8.02
Lune Drift Nets 62 4 6.94 1152 7.75 1306 6.79 912 7.48 1497 7.59
Lune H e a v e  Nets 341 7.20 503 7.53 870 6.25 204 8.59 758 8.70
Ribb l e 252 10.29 432 9.31 507 11.25 395 12.19 434 11.09
TOTALS 3944 7.42 8489 7.46 7957 7.26 2559 8.55 6682 8.82




Catches of Migratory Trout by Nets
( ] 
and Fixed Engines 1986
RIVER/DISTRICT 
(TYPE OF NET)
APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT TOTAL AVERAGE 
WEIGHT (lb)
Eden & Border Esk 206
3
766 2299 1321 109 6 4707 2.40
Coastal Drift 
South & West Cumbria*
— 3 , 18 12 1 - 34 5.62
Nets & Fixed engines - - 18 26 5 - 49 2.48
Duddon (Draw Nets) - - 2 22 7 - 31 3.17
Leven (Lave Nets) - - - 6 - - 6 3.50
Kent (Lave Nets) - ■ - 1 9 3 - . 13 4.73
Lune (Draw Nets) - 16 5 - - 21 2.60
Lune (Drift Nets) - 11 132 47 2 - 192 5.17
Lune (Heave Nets) - 2 217 317 21 - 557 3.18
Ribble (Drift Nets) — — 11 10 2 — 23 7.51
Total Catch, nets and fixed engines 5633 2 . 6 2
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1.2.2 Commercial Catches of Migratory Trout - Historical Data
RIVER 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986
NO . Av.Wt . (lb) No. Av .Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt . (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb) No. Av.Wt. (lb)
Eden and Border Esk 6688 2.42 6646 2.37 8291 2.34 5062 2.42 4707 2.40
Coastal Drift 35 4.91 9 4.89 31 5.00 5 5.0 34 5.62
South & West Cumbria* 
nets and fixed engines 191 2.09 72 2.82 0 - - - 49 2.48
Duddon ' 15 2.26 84 3.09 101 2.83 38 3.71 31 3.17
Leven 15 4.36 17 4.91 30 4.18 1' 5.25 3.50
Kent 46 4.08 11 3.60 43 3.06 5 4.30 13 4.73
Lune Draw Nets - - 6 3.08 44 2 . 45 66 , 2.12 21 ■ 2.60
Lune Drift Nets 428 4.77 335 5.24 289 4.50 508 4.1.0 .192
i ■
5.17
Lune Heave Nets 400 3.59 475 3.30 1865 2.89 738 3.40
• I \
.'557 3.18















RIVER OVA UNFED FRY FED FRY 1+ PARR SMOLTS






R. Crake 9,500 5,000 3,200
R. Kent 13,600
Lune System 429,000 459,800
Ribble System 98,000
R. Hodder 47,000
TOTALS 574,000 23,100 1,017,800 3,200 21,500
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R. Lune System 13,500
R. Wyre 14,500
R. Ribble System 37,500
TOTALS 37,500 162,000 110,000
